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AN EXPOSTULATORY 


Reſpected Friends | Ws f 


| 1 H UMB LY beg you will give a little Ceſſation 
from your Diverſions and Amuſements, to hearken 
unto one who is concerned to lay before you ſome im- 
portant intereſting Truths, highly neceſſary for WM: to 
Lonſider and duly weigh, which are; 


That the great God in his infinite Wiſdom. and 


Goodneſs, hath created us all for Glory and Happineſs, 
And in Order thereunto, hath made each of us immor- 


tal, that is; we are to exiſt in everlaſting Duration 


which ſhall never terminate, but through an infinite 


Series of Eternity ſhall: continue. to be, We ſhall in- 
deed in a few Days undergo a Change of Station, the 


Mode of Exiſtence will be altered; but we ourlelves 

ſhall ſtill continue to be: Not ſuffering, i in our intel- 

cual Faculties, but by patting off our mortal Cloath- 
A 2 
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the Clogs of human Nature, ſhall become more 
. . and quick in our ſenſitive Apprehenſion of 

ings, . 

"Thekc great Truths are fo implanted in the Mind, 
abſtract from any outward Information, that not any 
Perſon of common Underſtanding can gainſay this In- 
telligence, which the Almighty Father hath placed in 
the Minds of all. Then how doth it manifeſt the 
parental Care of the N Author of our Being, in thus 


placing the glofious 


ons! And not only doth this divine Truth inform us, 
but it hath ſuch Efficacy of Power to influence our 
Conduct in the Purſuit of Virtue, that we ſubmitting 
to its Directions, ſhall not fail attaining unto the State 


of Glory our great Creator hath formed us for, And 


1 755 Gen. ü. 7· 


we have not only theſe 


great eternal Truths revealed 
unto us, by the internal Manifeſtations of his. Holy 


Spirit; but through his unbounded Love and Conde- 


ſcenſion, hath permitted us 10 liye in an Age, wherein 


we can read the Confirmation of theſe Truths, in the 


holy Scriptures, given forth by Men inſpired by the 
fame Holy Spirit. 

Then, if you believe the great Truths contained 
therein, which I hope you do, they tell us; That, zbe 
Lord God formed Man of the Dult of - the G round, 25 


breatbed into bis Noſtrils the Breath of” Life, 
Man became a living Soul, That, there is a gr 1 
4 ob wi 8, * and the Ii ara of the Almighty giveth him 


an 


ight of this important Truth in 
our Hearts; To give us the Knowledge of the original 

from whence we ſprung, the Cauſe why he hath placed 
us here, and the Conſequences productive of our Acti- 


an Underſtanding. That than, is an NY TART ine < 
- corruptible, and 22 and that fadeth not away, re- 1Pet.l, 1 — 
Arved in Heaven for the righteous ; and that there 
is allo a Place of everlaſting Puniſhment for the u. 
_ righteous, That we need not ſay, who ſhall aſcend Mat. xv. . _ 
into Heaven, to bring the Word drum from above? Deut. XXX. 
or, who ſhall deſcend into the deeps, or go beyond the Rom. x. 
Seas to bring the Word up from thence ? but the Word 
is very nigh, even in our Mouths, and in our Hearts, 
that we may bear it, and do it, For what may 
be known of God, is manifeſt in Men; for God hath Rom. i. 10 
ſhewed it unto them, That Jeſus Chriſt is the eternal 
Mord, which was with and is God: by whom alk _ 
Things were made that was made, That in him was John i. 
; Life, and the Life is the Light of Men, That he is the 
true Light, which ligbtetb every Man that cometh in- 
to the World, And he declareth of himſelf, faying ; Te 
T am the Light of the World : he that followet me, John viii. 12 
ſhall not walk in Darkneſs, but ſhall have the Light 
'of Life. And the Apoſtle faith; for God who com- * 
nanded the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath ſhined Cor. iy 657 — 
in our Hearts, to give the Light of the Knowledge of 
_ theGhlory of God, in the Face of Feſus Chriſt, But we have 
this Treaſure in Earthen . s, that the Excellency of 
the Power may be of God, and not of us. For the. 


Lord faith; without me ye can do Nothing, And John xv. 4. 
that we muſt not ſay, Lo bere, or, Lo there; for be- 
bold, the Kingdom 7 God is within you, Allo the Luke xvil.21 | 
Apoſtle ; 7 Know ye not that ye are the Temple o 
God, and that the Spirit of God ' dwelleth in you ? 1 Cor. in. 
bd any Man dgſile the Temple of God, him ſhall God 16.1. 
| ng Gr; 
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defroy + For the Temple of Gud is bob, which Temple 


1 Cor vi. 19. ye are, What, know you not that your Body is the 


Temple of the Hay Ghoſt which is in you, which ye 
| have of God, and ye are not your own? Again, ye 


2Cor. vi. 16, are the 7 * of the living God; as God hath ſaid, 


JT will duell in them, and walk in them, That, the 

Tit. ii. x1, Grace of God that bringeth Salvation; hath appeared 
12, 13. 10 all Men, teaching us, that denying Ungodlineſs and 
avorldly Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteoufly, and 

godly in this preſent World; Looking for that bleſſed 

Hope, and the glorious Appearing of the great God, 

and our Saviour Feſus Chril, © OY 

Pla. xev. , 8 WFherefore, as the Holy Ghoſt ſaith; to Day if ye 


Heb, iii. 7,8 ill hear his Voice, harden not your Hearts. Then we 


find this is the Day allowed, wherein to qualify our- 
ſelves for the Manſions: of eternal Bliſs ; by working 


Phil. ii. 12. out our Salvation with Fear and Trembling, that we 
may be ready to appear before the King of Kings 
Rom. xiv. and Lord of Lords, before whom every Knee ſhall 


ii. bow, and every Tongue ſhall confeſs, Who is a God 


1 Sam. ii, 3. of Knowledge, and by him Actions are weigbed. Who 


is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity with Ap- 
probation, And the Lord himſelf declareth, wide 7s 

the Gate and broad is the Way that leadeth to Deſtruc- 
Matt. vii. fion: That, trait is the Gate; and narrow is the Way 
13, 14+ © * which leadeth unto Life, That if we intend to follow 
Feſus Chriſt the appointed Saviour, who declareth him- 

John xiv. 6, ſelf to be the Way, 'the Truth, and the Lie: and 
that no Man cometh unto the Father but by him: We 


Mat. xvi.24, Muſt deny ourſelves, take up our Croſs daily, and 


266 follow bim. For what is a Man profited, if be ſhall 927 


* . 
be i. oy LOS . as 7; 
„** 9 * . * 7 * 


Ade whole Werld, and loſe his own Soul? or what: ſhall Lilie is, TY 
a Man give in Exchange for bit Soul? That whoſoever 
ſhall confeſs him before Men, thoſe will he alſo con- 1 
feſs before bis Father which is Heaven, © But whoſe. Mat, A 32, 5 
ever ſhall deny bim before Men, thoſe will he deny? ä | 
40% before his Father which is in Heaven, That it is . 
nat every one that ſaith unto him Lord, Lord, that Mat. vii. 2 1. 8. 
ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he that TOE, 
dbeth the Will of his Father which is in Heaven, That 
we ought to Watch and Pray, that we enter not into Mat. xxvi. 
Temptation: Leſt he come upon us at unawares 4b a 41. 5 
Thief in the Night, and we be taken away, to Judg- mann, 
ment before we are prepared. 
Now if you believe theſe great Truths, Then I 
query: What is this ſtrait Gate and narrow Way 
which leadeth unto Life? Are Balls and Aſſemblies for 
Dancing, the ſtrait Gate and narrow Way? Are Card 
Aſſemblies and Gaming, the ſtrait Gate and narrow 
Way? Are Plays, Operas, Concerts and Maſquerades, 
the ſtrait Gate and narrow Way, which leadeth unto 
eternal Life? Are theſe Places of Diverſions and A- 
muſement you are fo aſſiduous in frequenting, the 
only ſure Places wherein you can be qualified for Can- = 
didates for the Crown of - eternal Glory? Can the pra- 
tiſing theſe Diverſions purchaſe unto you the Robe Rev. vii. 14. 
of Righteouſneſs, waſhed and made white in the Blood 
of the Lamb? Which all muſt be cloathed with that 
come unto Mount Sion, unto the City of the living God, p., 
the Heavenly Jeruſalem, to the Saks Company 5 i 
of Angels ; to the general Aſſembly and Church of the © 
gh born, which are written in Heaven, to God the 


Ja. N 


Church of tiſm: i. e. to renounce the Devil and all 
 Englandpub- the Pomp and Glory of the World, with all covetous 


tn) 


of all, wid to" the Spirits of juſt M en made 
Tos. 71 the purſuing eſs Diverſions the ſure 
Mes PF Sel, Denial, a taking g up the Croſs and fol- 
efus ? Is this a being crucified unto the 


* * 


297 lowing ho 
Gu, vl. 16 World and the World unto you? Are theſe Practices 


a confeſſing Chriſt before Men, which will cauſe him 


to confeſs you before his Father which is in Heaven F |. 


Is this a doing the Will of your Father which is in 
Heaven? Is this a Watching unto Prayer, a being in 


Mat. xxv. 6, Readineſs againſt the Midnight Cry come ? 


Oh, I intreat you, allow a little Space from your Di- 
1 verſions, to reflect upon theſe awful Things! Conſider 
what is meant by the wide Gate and broad Way which 
leadeth unto Deſtruttion : Is it not a giving up unto 
your own Will, 1. e. indulging yourſelves in the Plea- 
ſures of the World? Remember what you promiſed, 
or what was promiſed for you, in what gh call Bap- 
his Works, 


lic Baptiſm 


of Infants, Defires of the ſame, and the carnal Deſires of the 
and Order of Fleſh, ſo that you will not follow nor be led by them; 

Confirmati- and obediently keep Gods holy Will and Commandz-. 
2 ments, and walk in the ſame all the Days of your 


Life. Alſo in what is called the Order of Confirmation 
by your Biſhops, you then again renew all theſe Promiſes 
and Vows, to keep and oblerve the ſame all the Days 
of your Life. Are theſe Promiſes made in Sincerity 
of Heart, or are they barely Words of Form? 1 

_ humbly deſire you will examine yourſelves; for to me 
it appeareth, that whether you conſider them as only 


Words of F _ or did intend to fulfill them, = 
| tr 
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Ert from the Truth; for. if you were ſincete; vou 
conttadict yourſelves in Practice; or if you look upom 

them as Words of Form, you are equally culpable in 

the Sight of God: who hath declared by the Apoſtle, 

that he is not mocked : for whatſoever a Man ſoweth Gal. vi. 78, 
that ſhall be alſo reap. For. he that ſoweth to his Fleſh, 

ball of the Fleſb reap Corruption : : but he that ſeweth | 

0 the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap Life everlaſiing. .* © .. 
And alſo incur the Woes, pronounced by the Almighty 

againſt thoſe, who draw near unto bim with their Mouth; Iſa. xXix.13, 


and honour him with their Lips; but their Hearts are Mat. xv. 8. 


removed far from bim. Oh | Conſider, / ye live after \Rom.viii, 


the Fleſh, ye ſhall die : but if ye through the Spirit da * 


mor riſy the Died of tbe Body, ye ſhall live, 

Then, can the practiſing theſe Diverſions, eithet 
abroad or at home, be called a /owing to the Spirit, a 
mortiſying the Deeds of the Body? Is it not rather a 
living in the Pomp and Vanities of the World, in the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride 
of Life? which are the Devil's Snares to corrupt the 
Mind, and render it incapable of entering into tbe Eph, v. 5. 
Kingdom of Chrift and of God: in which no unclean 
Perſon can have an Inheritance, And doth not the 
Apoſtle ſay, the Friendſhip of the World is Enmity with jam. Iv. 4+ 
God? whoſoever therefore 010 be a Friend .of the World 


is the Enemy of God. That while we Jive in Pleaſure, 1 Tim. v. 4 


we are dead while ue live: dead to the State of Righte- 
oulneſs, Purity and Holineſs without wu 1, Yo Heb, xii 14. 
Jha ſee the Lord. 
Oh Conſider, this Time. allowed us here to prepare 
| for another Wold, is ſo ſhort compared with that 
18 B which 


(w) 


which i is to come, that no adequate Idea can be formed 9 
. thereof, with any Degree of Propriety; This little 
Span being only as a Point, and Eternity as an infinite 

Line: How ſoon will one terminate, but the other, 
when Millions of Millions of Ages are over, is ill 
beginning to be! Then here is no Time for Diverſions, 
nor vain Amuſement : but to lay afide every Werght, 


- Heb, All. 1, 2. and the Sin which doth fo eafily beſet us, and run with 


Patience the Race that is ſet before us, looking unto 
Jeſus the Author and Finiſher of our Faith ; who for 
the. Foy that was ſet before him, endured the Croft, de- 


Jp1fing the Shame, and is ſet down at. the N Hand : 
the Throne of God. Y 


Oh that we may be all like thoſe our Lord counted 


Mat. xxv. Wi 7%; having our Lamps burning, ready to obey the 


Summons to meet the Bridegroom, and enter with him 
into the Habitation of the Juſt :. Oh let us remember 


." the fatal Conſequences and Sentence of them who lived 


in Careleſsneſs; who ſlumbered away their Time in 
Eaſe and Forgetfulneſs of their Duty to tbeir God, and 
their own everlaſting . Intereſt, who had not. their 
Lamps burning, theſe were ſhut out of the Kingdom 
of Reſt and Peace; and the Lord declared unto ther, 
be knew them not. 
Ift any great Potentate upon Earth required your 
[5-1 Aue would you not endeavour to procure every 
neceſſaty, requiſite to introduce and enfure you a fa- 
vourable Reception ?—Then who is calling you ? Is it 
not the eternal God, who dwells on high, enthroned 


e xe, th everlaſting Light ? Who is glorious in Holineſs, fear- 


la. Xl, 12. or. in Faiſes M ae the Heavens, ' and meted 


them 
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them out with the Span ? Who made the Worlds add. we Nv 
| the glorious Luminaries, to enlighten the wide Ex- "BD 
panſe? Who appointed their Being in the Firmament 
of his Power, and ordered the Periods of their Revolu- 
tion? Vo meaſured the Waters in the Hollow of bis 
Hand, and comprehended the Duſt of the Earth "= Ke 
Meaſure ? Who weighed the Mountains in Scales, and 

the Hills in a Balance? Before whom all be Nations 

are as a Drop of a Bucket, and are counted as 

the ſmall Duſt of the Balance: Who appointech the 


Times and the Seaſons, and diſpenſeth unto us every 


Good which we enjoy? Who maketh bis Sun to riſe on Mat. v. 15. 

the Evil aud on the Good, and Jendeth Rain on the Jus 

and on the Unjuſt ? © 

Oh then, Toes manner of Perſons ought we 10 be, ares ili, 21. 

in all holy Converſation and Godlineſt; induſtriouſly las 

: bouting to be cloathed upon with the Righteouſneſi of Rey, x 8. 

Saints? 

Oh my Beloved Fellow Creatures! if theſe Reflec- 

tions were ſuffered to take place in your Hearts, they _ 

would not only be productive of other Actions; but 

your Dreſs and Addreſs would be changed; your Cun- Phil, i, 7. 

verſation would be as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

No Oaths, no Swearing nor profane Expreſſions, no 

taking the Name of God, in vain who declares he 

1 5 not hold them Guiltle Wa that take his Name in Exod. xx. 7 © 
- Your Dreſs would be alſo plain and decent, 

de to the high Profeſſion you _ of being 


155 the Followers of humble Jeſus. 


The Women would be concetned to imitate the 
holy Women of Old, honourably recorded of in the 
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F Ami 9. holy Scriptures ; who did not adorn ebemſelves with - 
FO 3 brotdered or plaited Hair, with wearing Gold, Pearls, 
„ or cofily Array; but with modeſt Apparel; with Shame 

Facedne/s and Sobriety; niith the bidden Man of the 
Heart, which is not corruptibie, even the Ornament of 
a meek and quiet Spirit, which is in the Sight of God 
of great Price, They would be warned by the Woes 
and Judgments denounced by the Almighty Father, 
againſt the havughty Daughters of Sion. who delighted _ 
in heed by by and Gaiety of Dreſs ; and whom he de- 
8 his Prophet, he would mile with a Scab the 
„C; » 2; (houn? 7 their Head: And inſtead of a fuveet Smell, 
there ſhould be .a Stink; and inſtead of a Girdle, a 
Rent; and inſtead of well ſet Hair,  Baldneſs ; and in- 
Head of: a . 4 OE of Sackecloth ; and 
Burning inſtead of Beauty. And the Men, who diſ- 
e 5 e his Law, ſhould fall by the Sword and 8 
1 5 * ty in the ar. 
But if all theſe Exhortations and Warnings th not 
5 avail ; I beſeech you for his Sake who died for you; 
Tit. it. 14. hat be might wo you from all Iniquity, and purify 
auto bimſelf a peculiar People zealous of goad Works : 
Think of theſe Things, and take up this good Reſo- 
I ade, lation; that, let others do what they will, you will 
18. ſerve the Lord; and embrace the Offers of Salvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt ; who came to ſave us from our Sins, not 
1 vi. 1. in our Sins; for we are not to continue in Sin, that 
Rom. xii. 2. Grace may abound, We are not to be conformable to 
this World, but to be transformed by the renewing of our 
| Minds, that we may prove what 1s that good, and ac- 
_ and Ee. Will of God. 


Repent 
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epent then of your bel Doings, falth one, 'who 
bath known the Terror of the Lord becauſe of Sinz 
and am therefore engaged, in the univerſal Love of 
our God, who would have none to be loſt, to intreat 
you all to fly with my Soul from the Wrath to come, 
unto God the Father; who will have Mercy and | 
abundantly Pardon, altho' our Sins be as Scarlet and 7 q 15. | 
the Crimſon aye. 
- Oh Remember that God 19 ſerious, wit bath created Y 
us for Glory, and offereth the Means whereby to 
attain unto that Glory! That Jeſus Chriſt is ſeriqus, 
who died for us, and offereth us Redemption! That 
the Holy Ghoſt is ſerious, who doth appear in our. 
Hearts, offering us Sanctification unto Life l Oh let us 
therefore accept and be ſaved! Let us hearken unto 
his Voice, who ſpeaketh in us with Authority, as never 
Man ſpake; telling us in the Cool of the Day, all that 
ever we have done; ſhewing us the Conſequence, of : 
cout Doings, and directing ns how we may . Pur g#- our Heb. ix. The. 
8 Conſcience from dead Works, to ſerve the living Gad. 
And I beg of you young Men, that you will remem- rere. xil, | 
/ your Creator now in the Days of your youth, while the 
evil Days come dot, nor the Years draw nigh, when 4 | 
ſhall have no Pleaſure in them. When the Duſt Hall 
return to the Earth as it was, and the Spirits ſhall . 
return unto God who gave them, to be judged accord- | 
ing to their Works : For God will bring every Work 
into Pl udgment, with every jecret Thing, whether it ble 
Good or whether it be Zul Then fear Gad and keep 
Vis Commandments ; dedicate the Strength of your Days Cn. 
pnto his Service, who faith, Vengeance is nine; I Rom. xis. 19. 
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Mat. vii. 29 | 
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W 37. will repay. Oh conſider, what a fear full Thing it is to 


Jall into the Hands of the living God, who will re- 


compence upon his Enemies 1 Wrath; And who 
are his Enemies? But thoſe who act in Diſobedience 
and open Violation unto. his holy Law. Then be not 


Eph. _ 8. Drunk with Wine wherein is Bxeeſe ; but be filled with 


21 
Ko 


Ila. V. 
Amos. vi. Inſtruments of Mufic 


- 


_ the Spirit: That your Fruits may be Goodneſs, Righte- 
ouſneſs and Truth. Oh! Call to remembrance the 
fatal End of thoſe who were mighty to drink ſtrong 
Drink, who ſat till Wine inflamed them, who loved 
fic in their Feaſts, and chanted to the 
Sound of the Viol; who put the evil Day afar off, and 
did not remember the a ited, who tid not regard the 
Work of the Lord, neither confidered the Operation of 
his Hands: For theſe, the Lord declared by his Pro- 
phet, Hell hath enlar ged herſelf, and opened ber Mouth 
without Meaſure ; af their Glory, and their Multitude, 


| 8 2 their Pomp, and he that rejoiceth ſhall deſcend into 


Is the Almighty indeed changed ? Doth he give 
3 Li in this Age than he did to theſe? Have 
you obtained a Licence to lay the Rein upon the Neck, 


to do that which is Right in your own Eyes, to fin 


with Impunity? Your own Conſciences tell you other- 
wiſe. If you will give yourſelves Time for Reflection, 


Pea. vii. 1 1. you may feel God angry with the wicked every Day. 


All Diſobedience unto the Law of God! 1s Anz and all 
Sin i is Wickedneſs. 
I humbly beſeech you all, both Men and thoſe of 
my own Sex, not to be offended at my thus expoſtu- 
lating with you, of the great Danger attending a 
Conduct fo repugnant to Chriſtianity, and ſo inconſiſ— 
tent 


tent wich your ln « and liters Happinet 1 Reibe 

conclude this Addreſs cometh from a n 
Enthuſiaſt, who would reſtrain the Purſuit of proper 
lawful Liberty and Relaxation, for I can aſſure you I 
I am not one of thoſe ; but am ready and willing, to 
apree and join in with that Liberty and Freedom the - — 
Truth doth allow, and which as profeſſed Followers 3 TH 2 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the great Laõw-w . * 
giver, we ought not to exceed. We believe in him John , , 
who declares himſelf to be the Truth : We believe his 
Laws and Commands to be Juſt, and right to be ob- 
ſerved ; that we ought to keep within the Bounds he _ 
hath preſcribed, and tread in the ſame Path, wick 
he hath declared all his Followers muſt walk in : that ä 
the deviating therefrom, will render us culpable in 
his Sight, and obnoxious to the Puniſhments conſe- | 
quent thereto. En 4 cM 

Then I hope none will think hard, or cenſure 3 
my -endeavours to ſtir up -the pure Mind in you. by 2 Pet. TY — 
May Ev gr ence of Your "ORF and innen, <a 
Intereſt. | 


I am not of that Oben, that we ou ght to recluſe 4 3 4 
ourſelves from the World, but that we keep ourſelves © "158 
from the Evil thereof; uſing this World as not abuſing John. a. 4 
it; enjoying the Bleſſings beſtowed, as good Stewards & , 2 
of the manifold Grace of God, which will cauſe us to , Pet. rr 3 
' witneſs this Saying fulfilled, bat Godlineſs is profitable 1 Tim. 1.8. 5 * 
unto all Things, having Promiſe of the Life that now is, = 

and of that which is to come. For the glorious Effects 
of the holy Spirit of Truth in Man, is not confined only 
to open the ſpiritual Eye of Faith, whereby we have 


Kt: 


1ngs hohed 11 the Evidence 7 Thi 3 
mik. but allo gs bg for Change in x of os 
5 Japacity.; our. /Underftandings as Men will be poliſhed, 
Sur Faculties brightened, and qualified for Converſe 
| . and Commerce amo 5 Men,. So that in a {piritual and 
12515 7 we ſhall become: as . in the World, | 


* 


* VT ed 


IE ind; I may become. of tha =: Num- 
>” - ber, who! are: thus concerned to glorify God, in an 
{a | holy, Lite and Converſation here, * 2 in his infi- 
27".  nitg Mes: may glorify us with himſelf to all Erernity, 
n is my — * Deſire and rayer; having no other View 
— £ in S ppear Ing in this public Manner, but to ſtrive to 

. . perſuade my Fellow eee to embrace their eternal 


Vos. And if I can be Inſtrumental to the faving bs 


2 2 On © Soul from Deſtruction, I ſhall rejoice ; believing in this 
great Truth, delivered by him AY knew all | Things 
hat there vs Foy in Heaven over one Sinner that, re- 
_ xv. 7. „ . more\.than over er we Nine juli Perſons, 


ie need no Repentance. Ka: ea 
. which 60 Nahe Mice. 13 i: . 29 5 
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